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Lovers or PLEASURES MORE THAN LOVERS OF Gov. 


O what period of time, and to what particular 


nd 


6 ther eaſy nor material to determine. But there 
is a queſtion which it is very material, and I doubt but too 


eaſy, for moſt of us to anſwer, whether the deſcription in 
the text may not be juſtly applied to ourſelves ? In whatever 
' ſenſe we take the word PLEAsUREs, whether as denoting 
' thoſe which are in themſelves criminal, or thoſe which only 
| become ſo by exceſs and abuſe ; it is ſurely doing us no in- 
jury to ſay, that we Love THEM MORE THAN Gor: At 
preſent I ſhall confine myſelf to that ſort of pleaſures, which 


is uſually ſtiled innocent; and in a certain degree, and un- 
der proper reſtrictions undoubtedly i is ſo; I mean the gay- 


: eties and amuſements of life. If we are not lovers of 


theſe pleaſures more than lovers of God; if our piety is 
1 greater than our r diffipation, it muſt be great indeed. If we 
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22 perſons, the ſacred writer here alludes, it is nei- | 
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ſerved our Maker with half that zeal, half that alacrity and 
perſeverance, with which we purſue our amuſements, we 


ſhould be the moſt pious nation this day upon earth. But 


how far this is from being the caſe is but too apparent. 


It is not the LIVI Ne Gov, it is PLEASURE that we wor- 
ſhip. To this we are idolaters; to this we ſacrifice our 
time, our talents, our fortunes, our health, and too often 


our innocence and peace of mind. In our haſte to enjoy this 


life, we forget that there is another; we live (as the Apoſtle 
expreſſes it) wiTHouT GoD IN THE WORLD, and our end- 
leſs engagements not only exclude all love but all thought 
of him. However carefully right principles of religion may 
have been originally planted in our breaſts, they have no room 
to grow up. They are choked with the pleaſures of this 
world, and bring no fruit to perfection. Invention ſeems 
to have been tortured to find out new ways of conſuming 
time, and of being uſeleſsly employed. And there has ap- 

| pear'd fo wonderful an ingenuity in this reſpect, that it 
ſeems almoſt impoſſible for the wit of man to invent, or 
the life of man to admit, any further additions to this kind 
of luxury. There are thouſands, even of thoſe who would 


take it very ill to be called vicious, who yet from the time 


of their riſing in the morning to the time of their going 
to reſt at · night, never once beſtow a _ thou ght _ 


* Eph, ii. 15. 


eternity; 


eternity; nor, whilſt they riot in the bleſſings of Providence, 
vouchſafe to caſt one devout look up to the gracious author of 
them, in whom THEY LIVE AND MOVE AND HAVE THEIR 


— 


BEING Þ, 


Many, I know, would perſuade themſelves and others, 
that there can be no harm where there is no actual vice and 
that provided they ſtep not over the bounds of virtue, they 
cannot be guilty of an exceſs in pleaſure. 


But is it true in the firſt place, that the man of gayety 
X never does ſtep over the bounds of virtue? Are all thoſe things f 
which go under the name of amuſements as perfectly i inno- 
cent as they are generally repreſented to be? Is there not one 
diiverſion at leaſt (as it is called) and one ſo predominant in the 
higher 1 ranks of life, that it has ſwallowed up almoſt every 
other, which is big with the moſt fatal miſchief ? A diver- 2 
SR. fon, which far different from the common run of amuſe- 13 5 
ments has no foundation in our natural appetites; no charms 
to captivate the fancy, or the underſtanding; nothing to 
make glad the heart of man, to give him a chearful coun- 
tenance, and refreſh him after the cares and fatigues of duty ; 
but runs counter to reaſon, ſenſe, and nature; defeats all the 
purpoſes of amuſement ; finks the ſpirits inſtead of raiſing 
b Ade xvii. 28. : 67; O20 
© | | them; 
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141 
them; ſours the temper inſtead of improving it: and when 
it is carried to its utmoſt lengths, takes ſuch entire and abſo- 
lute poſſeſſion of the ſoul, as to ſhut out every other concern 
both for God and Man; extinguiſhes every generous ſenti- 
ment; excites the moſt malignant paſſions ; provokes to the 
moſt profane expreſſions ; brings diſtreſs, ſometimes ruin, 
upon its wretched votaries, their families, friends, and de- 
pendants; tempts them to uſe unfair, or mean, or oppreſſive 
methods of retrieving their affairs F and ſometimes to con- 
| clude the diſmal ſcene by the laſt fatal act of deſperation. 1 
do not ſay that gaming aways produces theſe effects; or that 
it ĩs to all perſons, in all circumſtances, and in all its various 
degrees, equally pernicious and unlawful. But it has always 
a natural tendency to theſe effects, it always expoſes ourſelves 
and others to great danger, and can never be ranked amongſt 
: our innocent amuſements. Yet as ſuch it is every day more 
and more purſued ; nay has even appropriated to itſelf the 
name of play—for what reaſon I know not, unleſs to play 
with our lives and fortunes, with happineſs temporal -and 
eternal, be the moſt delectable of all human enjoyments. TY 


But putting this ſtrange unaccountable paſſion out of the 
queſtion do not even our moſt allowable diverſions ſometimes 
end in fin, though they may not begin with it? Does not an 
immoderatefondneſsfor theſe trivial things, inſenſibly weake 
| * od 
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| The fact is, a ſtate of neutrality in religion, an inſipid medio- 


_ - * 'J 
and corrupt our - hearts, and lead — e | = 
to a temper of mind, and a courſe of action, eſſentially wrong? A 


crity betwixt vice and virtue, though it is what many would th 
be glad to take up with, is an imaginary ſtate ; at leaſt, is 
very ſeldom, if ever, to be found in a life of gayety and difli- . 
pation. The man who is conſtantly engaged in the amuſe- l iq 
ments, can ſcarce ever eſcape the pollutions, of the world. In | i 
his eager purſuits of pleaſure, he will be ſometimes apt to . 1 
overſhoot the mark, and to go further than he ought, per- 
haps than he intended. Even they who are moſt in earneſt 
about their future welfare ; who have taken care to fortify 
their minds with the firmeſt principles of Religion; who con- 
ſtantly endeavour to keep alive their hopes and fears of futu- ; 
rity ;- to guard with the utmoſt vigilance every avenue of the 
mind, and ſecure all THE ISsUES oF LIr Re; even theſe, I fay, * 
are ſometimes unable, with all their caution and circumſpection | 1 
to prevent ſurprize; with all their ſtrength and reſolution to 
- withſtand-the violence of headſtrong paſſions and defires ; 
which often burſt through all reſtraints, and beat down all 
the barriers that reaſon and religion had been a long time raiſ- 
ing up againſt them. What then muſt be the caſe when all =_—_ 
the impreſſions of religion are by the continual attrition of . 1 
diverſions worn out =_ effaced 3 when the mind i is * of - l 
0 * Proverbs i ir. 23 · . 5 
all 3 


— ge 


( 6. ] 
all prudential caution ; no guard left upon the imagination; 
no check upon the paſſions ; the natural ſpring and vigour of 
the foul impaired, and no ſupernatural aid to ſtrengthen and 


ſupport it? What elſe can be expected, but that we ſhould 


fall an eaſy prey to the weakeſt invader, and yield ourſelves up 


to the ſlighteſt temptation? WAN Tux UNCLEAN SPIRIT 


 COMETH,/HE FINDETH every thing within prepared. for his 
reception, EMPTY, SWEPT AND GARNISHED; AND HE 
' TAKETH WITH HIMSELF SEVEN OTHER SPIRITS MORE 
WICKED THAN HIMSELF ; AND THEY ENTER IN, AND 
 DWELL' THERE, AND THE LAST STATE OF THAT MAN 


Is WORSE THAN THE. FIRST ©; he — in gayety, and 


ends i in vice. 


2 10 nn, 373. 9 £1 | | | TREE 
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(ale di 2 this e gs * on as wes i 
j able grounds: Let us allow it poſſible for you to run round 
for ever in the cirele of gayety, without ever once ſtriking 
into the paths of vice, Is this do you think ſufficient for fal- 
vation? If your amuſements as effectually choke the good 
| ſeed as the rankeſt weeds of vice, can you with any propriety 
| call them innocent? Do you imagine that God, who is a 
 JEALovs Gor", will bear to be ſupplanted in your affecti- 
ons by every trifle; or that he will be content with your not 


taking up arms againſt him, though you do him not one ſin- 


4 Matth. xii. 44, 45+ - © Exod. xx. f. |; 
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is a kind of negative merit, the merit of doing neither good 


17 J 
gle piece of acceptable ſervice? The utmoſt you can plead, * 


nor harm ; and what reception that is likely to meet with, 


you may judge from the anſwer given to the unprofitable ſer- 


vant who produced his talent wrapped up! in a napkin, undi 
miniſhed indeed but unimproved: O THou wick ED sRR- 


VANT, WHEREFORE GAVEST THOU NOT MY MONEY 
INTO THE BANK, THAT AT MY COMING I MIGHT HAVE 


REQUIRED MINE OWN WITH USURY f? It is not enough 


merely to abſtain from groſs crimes. It is not enough to 
enjoy yourſelves in an indolent harmleſs tranquillity ; to di- 


vide matters ſo nicely as to avoid equally the inconveniences 


of vice, and the fatigues of virtue; to praiſe religion i in 


words, to love it perhaps in ſpeculation, but to leave the trou- 


ble of practiſing it to others. This languor and inactivity is 
a kind of lethargy in the ſoul, which renders it utterly inſen- 


fible to the life and ſpirit of religion. Indifference in any 


good cauſe is blameable. In religion, in the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, it is inſupportable. It does violence to the firſt and 

fundamental principle of that religion. Txou SHALT LOVE | 
THE LORD THY GoD, WITH ALL THY HEART, WITH 


| ALL THY sour, WITH ALL THY MIND, AND WITH 
ALL THY STRENGTH * Go now and let your whole heart 
and foul, and mind, and ſtrength, be engaged. in purſuing | 


Lake Az. 3. ark xii. 30. 
3 | your 
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ES] 
your amuſements, and promoting your pleaſures, and then 
lay claim'to the rewards of Chriſtianity. | 


Happy will it be for you, if you can eſcape its puniſhments. 


The Goſpel, Tam ſure, gives you no grounds to ſuppoſe that 


| you ſhall. Though you bear no EVIL yRvIT, yet if you 
bear no G00 you are involved in the ſentence of the fig- 


tree, Cour IT DowN, WHY CUMBERETH IT THE GROUND'? 


nually poinG GO “; and he has preſcribed a variety of po- 


To do nothing is in many caſes to do a poſitive wrong, and . 
as ſuch requires a poſitive puniſhment. To ſtand neuter in 


dangerous commotions of the ſtate, the great Athenian law- 
giver declared to be a crime againſt the ſtate; and in like 
manner the great Chriſtian lawgiver declares; HE THAT 1s 


nr WITH ME, 1s AGAINST ME, AND HE THAT GAs 


THERETH NOT WITH ME, SCATTERETH ABROAD', 


| Chiifiianity in- throughput an ave religion ; it condits 


-not only in ABSTAINING FROM ALL APPEARANCE or 
_ EVIL*; but I BEING READY To EVERY GOOD woREK |; 


and if we ſtop ſhort at the firſt, we leave the better half of 
our buſineſs undone. Chriſt himſelf WENT ABOUT conti- 


: fitive and . duties to his diſciples, as one of the con- 


® Lake xii, 7. | | Matth. xii. 30. > #3 Thail v. 2s. 
I Tit. iii. 1. = Ads x. 38. 


ditions 


ditions of their ſalvation ; ; and. FRO the' performance 'of 
theſe duties upon them, with an earneſtneſs and a forte 5 
of expreſſion, that may well alarm tlie thoughitleſs and 
the gay, and make them reflet on the extreme Une 
of their ſituation. With regard to God' we are om 
10 BETIEVE IN HIM, 10 FEAR HIM, 10 Love wth, 70 
woRsne mHiM, TO GIVE HIM THANKS ALWAYS, 10 
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING, AND WATCH THEREUNTO wiTH 
ALL PERSEVERANCE. With regard to our neighbour, we are 
10 DG G00 UNT0'ALL MEN, TO BE RICH: IN o WORKS, 
To BE K AND.TENDER HEARTED; ro ERG THE HUN- 
 Gny; ro CLOATH THE NAKED; TO REMEMBER THEM THAT 
ARE Id BONDS, TO- MINISTER To THE SICK, TO vIsIT THE =—_ 
| FATHERLESS AND WIDOWS IN THEIR AFFLICTION. With 9 3 | 
regard to ourſelves we are enjoined to BE TEMPERATE" in I 
L T 70 KI Unbzk obn noprts, and BRING 
THEM INTO 8UBJECTION, To SET OUR AvrforIOns oN 
1 THiNGs ABOVE; TO WAT AND PRAY LEST WE ENTER OY 
1976 rr TAT ion, 0 wonk our OUR SALVATION: WITH 
ane AND'T] oc.” To USE ALL DILIGENCE To MAKE 


| 13 Wikiphoy every moment we « can Aa lm the mahnt N 
arten of our Ration, and the neceſſary refreſhments of Nature ; 

" See the New Thin, throughout. . 98 
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hs haw then can it be conſiſtent with that inceſſant hurry 
and diflipation, which, intent only on providing a ſueceſſion 
FE worthle(s amuſementa and ignoble gratifications, overlooks 
exery precept of reaſon and revelation; and ſuppoſes that the 
whole . .buſineſs. of life is not to employ time uſefully, but to 
copſume. it infignificantly ? Can theſe men ſeriouſly imagine 
that they are all this time WORKING OUT THEIR $ALYATION, 
that they are PRESSING FORWARDS TOWARDS THE MARK 
FOR THE PRIZE OF THEIR HIGH CALLING®, that they are 


every day drawing nearer and nearer to immortal amen 
and. chat they ſhall ſhare the crayn of glory with them who | 
nav RORN THE BURTHEN. AND HEAT, QF. nE pax l 1 
ma! life % very ſmall an obje&t, ſo extremely chez A pur- 
as to require not the leaſt pains to obtain it ? Qt is the 
ati of. the rich man repreſent 
2 ſafe and ſecure, that whilſt the reſt o mankind are 


* enduring aflidions, ſtruggling with difficulties, ſubduing their 


? an, ſcripthre to he fa X 
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paſſions, and fighting. the good fight with Patience; he, and 1 
No, may, pegle & l theſe, precautions; may Erk up his 
gle. tine and thoughts to dreſs and magnificence, and 
„ a0 ener! m oenter his whole, care in his 

n Ker perſon, and make it bis ſale, tady.to gratify,evexy 
ihe his heart ; 203 lem his Glxation. to take. cage. of ite 
alk, and a8 if he had obtained 2 promiſe of Heaven i in, rever- 
3 I Phil. Wane, 1 „ el Cy 
| ; bs | on, 

pdt ts | * - 


| | (88 J 
fion, think of nothing but preſent felicity ; and tay wi 
| himſelf, 'Sout.,, woo HAST M,, Goops LAID ur ror 
MANY YEARS, TAXE THINE taSg, FAT, parſe, AND 12 
UVrRRY 1? By NOT DCD ©: TG is not virtue ; this is 
bot teligion ; this is not Chriſtianity. ft is, on the cn 
that very temper of mind, that indolent, ſoft, luxurious, drea 
of the foul, for which the rich man in the Golpet was coi 
demted 76 LIT ur ms EES th TORMENTS 5; and let ow 
who dread his puniſhment, be warned by his exatiiple. | 
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1 4 re 
erimes, — it des * ock our i - 
ences with palpable guilt, is therefote perfectly innocent. You 
have: by d time Din,” Tha Wine u für mom beg 18. 
You have fen thit I autufüN Nad to, e 
reltiates in, actual vice; that at che leaſt it fo totally unman 2 unman 
und enfeebles the ſoul, as to render it unfit for the eee 
ef religious/treths; incapable of exerting its nobler powers, 
- unible +6 feruggle though! the torinon Ufficultics, wy. ſup⸗ 


port the common uflliiens, of Me; and Les bade un 2 
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for t the worſt diſeaſes ; and 


4 and amuſements, without being accountable to any 


C 1& 1 
The truth is; though diverſions may ſerve: very well to 


* 


3 a palled appetite, they are much too poignant and 


ſeaſon's to be the conſtant food. and nouriſhment of the 


5 ſoul. They not only deſtroy our reliſh for the more 


hig 


"nd nh fare of ſobriety and virtue, but lay a foundation 


though they do not ſo inftantly 


ceftainty, they undermine the vital parts, and fap the 
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1 thas you may diſpoſe; of them.exattly as, you 


V lavidhaþe vhole cf hem on your own pleaſures 
one for the 
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poiſon, of vice, yet with, a gradual> and -a 


13 J 
application of them. There is one moſt aſſuredly who may, 


upon you for far other purpoſes than that mean ignoble one 
of meer ſelfiſh gratification. ' There are duties of the laſt im- 
xXce owing to your families, your friends, your country, 
your fellow-creatures,. your Creator, which you are bound 


off your attention from theſe, does from that moment ceaſe 


to be innocent. Here then is the preciſe point at which you 


be LOVERS 'OP- mn MORE THAN LOVERS OP: a 


nah difipativbci le in f 20 draws by the Band of God hint, | 


ani he: wilt never fiffer-it1to-/be paſſed. 
claims om the juſteſt'groundscthe firſt place in your-hogrts, 


His laws. and- ptcceptg are to be the firſt object of your regard: 


And be afluredthatby ifaffering them to be ſo, you will be 
no loſers even i preſtnp falicity-- It is a truth demonſtrable 


mne A 
thoſe who have tried it, and they 


villa 6 they: are honeft).with ono voice declare, that it is 
not. 2 — IIN impoſſfible 


— 3 * + 


go that 
of a ; 8 


; * 


and who has declared that he will, call you to an account, for 
the uſo of that leiſure and thoſe riches, which he beſtowed 


vent wa Ae may. be LoveRs or PLEASURE; ib is 
is reaſonable: for yow-to:be: fo ; but you muſt not | 


hy reaſon, and confirmed by invariable experience, that a per- 


nn 
n - 


L. J 
that it hould be fo. This world is not calculated eo afford, 
the human mind is not formed to bear, a conſtant ſuccefiion 
| of new ahd:exquitite. delights. To uit therefore at anititer- 
rupted 'unbounded gayety, to make pleafure {g necefifany to. 
your exiſtence, that you cannot ſubſiſt one moment without 
it, is to convert every thing that is not abſolute pleaſure into 
83 woes; too: thin axd.anſudſtenciil 2-nature to fill 
the whole capacity of a rational mitid, or to fatisfy the crav- 
ings of a Gul formed for immortality. They muſt, they do, 
tirs and diſgaſt; you for-itrevery day; ydu ſee: het Bing 
from one amuſemeni to another; affecting to be happy; yet 
feeling themiclves miſerable; fatigued with purſuing their 
 plcaſaces, yet uncaly. without them; growing icke ut laſt cf 


theeaull, of theinſelves, and every thing around:theths and 
compelled perhaps at laſt eo hdve;recourie to ſolitude, with- 


out the leaſt providion made for it; without any fund of en- 
terainment wilbis, to tender it fappertable. ' Fm dis 
ü t in thatvoliginn wok pickerve you'y: aach 
e you: hve: Mor 3 Jpg 
praſers dife. —— thateo)ddryey'this kind ce; 20 
do not look at: Obriſtiniey in that gissemy light, in len 
it eie puthaps peur d you. Fer from being en 
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L 186 1] 
enemy to chearfulneſs, it is the trueſt friend to it. That 
ſober and temperate uſe of diwerſons which it allows and ro- 
commends, is the ſureſt way to preſerve their power to pleaſe, 
and your capacity'to.onjoy them. "At the ſame time, thaugh 
it forbids exceſs in our pleaſures, yet it multiplies the num Sn A 
der of them} and diſpoſes the mind to recti ve enertaihment i'l 
from 4 variety of objects and purſuits, which to the gay part he 1 
of -mankind-arc abfwiutely flat and invipid.// To a bogyifi = - | =_ 
perfect health, the plaineſt food is reliſhing, and to a foul 
rightly harmonized by religion every thing affords delight. 
Rural retirement, domeſtic / tranquillity; friendly conver- 
fition, literary purſuits; ˙ —@ 3 
genius and imagination; nay. even the filent beauties of un · EE. ; 3 
| adorned nature, a bright day; a till evening, 2 V 
. — And when from theſe. N. e e lk 5 
: 2 and manly delights I WERE La, 
neß of having eddgivoured/ wich the 1affiftance:lof diese N 
Sn mw W ef 1 of hang done wo 
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2 hes pulp — 26am pd 
your affections, to promote the-welfare of all within/'ytbe 
reach, to love and obey your Maker; then is human happi- 3 
| nels 


1 8 | 04 malls $7592 pot your Pat 
Try cben; yon who ace in-ſearch- of pleaſures, try tleſe 
my ae . — the pleaſures of devo- 
5 | — * hgh he whole 
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like worldly pleaſures, deſert you, when you have moſt need 'Y 
of conſolation, in the hours of ſolitude, of fickneſs, of old. 2 
age; but when once its holy flame is thoroughly lighted up 195 _— 
in your breaſts, inſtead of becoming more faint and languid as 
you advance in years, it will grow brighter and ſtronger every 
day; will glow with peculiar warmth and luſtre, when your 
diſſolution draws near; will diſperſe the gloom and horrors 


——_ 


1 
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[ of a death-bed ; will give you a foretaſte, and render you . . J | 
worthy to partake, of that ruLNnzss or jor, thoſe pure ce- . LT 


leſtial PLEASURES which are at God's RIGHT HAND FOR 
EVERMORE' X 


THE END. 
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| THE woRLD, AND MEN LOVED DARKNESS RATHER THAN 


Py 


. 

o 
-. 
— 


- 4 , 


* 2 * _ 
i # : ki : ; : $ e hs 


LIGHT, BECAUSE THEIR DEEDS WERE EVIL. | 0 
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That men have preferred darkneſs to this light. 
. mee deeds are evil. 
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| MORTALITY * along with it. The Chriſtian diſpenſation is 
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upon us; it opens to us the proſpect of another and a better 
_ IT 13 A LIGHT.TO OUR FEET AND-A LANTERN TO OUR 
derne f, and guides s in the way to happineſs and glory 
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hat divine one of revelation I LIFE AND 1M- 


conſtantly and uniformly. deſcribed in holy writ under this 


fi , from th th 
Iyare, 20h a e time that e firſt faint glimmerings of it ap- 


BY + 


at a diſtance, till it ſhone forth i in its full luſtre and glory 
under the Goſpel. Indeed there ſeems to be ſcarce any. other 
image, that could fo fitly and adequately repreſent it tous. It 
is of the ſame uſe to the en. that the light of the ſun of 


ie makes the bar or SALVATION * to dawn 
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The next aſſertion cantaintd:in the text, that v ER Avr 


| PREFERRED DARENESS ro THIS LIGHT, may ſeem to require | 
{f}'}I 4 
7 WE To LOVE DARKNESS RATHER THAN LIGHT is ſo 


oppoſite to our nature, ſo inconſiſtent with our general manner ; 


of proceeding, that it ſeems at firſt incredible. If it really is 


&- 


the caſe, fo perverſe a choice was never made but. in religion. 
Every other kind of light men catch at with the utmoſt cager- 
neſs. e peed orig one of 


. beſtowed upon us, 
would be bard] dy thought worth 
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cor. vii . P. cxix. 105. 
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( a] 
poſlefling. The love of knowledge, that light of the mind, ap- 
pears in us as early, and operates in us as ſtrongly, as any one 
principle in our nature; and in every inſtance, the human un- 
derſtanding naturally lays hold on every opportunity of infor- 
nn fide to let in all * 
„ 


How then comes it to paſs that with a mind thus conſtituted, 
thus thirſting after light, 1 men can ſometimes bring themſelves | 
to-do ſuch violence to their nature, as to chuſe darkneſs, i in that ; 
very point where it is of the utmoſt i importance to have all the | 
light they can poſſibly get; ; where every ſtep muſt lead to hap- 
- pineſs or miſery, and every error draw after it the moſt fatal and N 
laſting conſequences ? Yet our Saviour tells us, that this was : 
actually the caſe in his days, and would God that daily experience ; 

did not ew the poſſibility of it, in our own! But when we ſee 

the various artifices with which revelation is every day aſſalled: ; 

when we ſee one man * moſt ingeniouſly reaſoning us out of 5 
every ground of certainty, and i every criterion of truth; involving 6; 
ſelf-evident axioms in obſcurity and confuſion ;. and en 
our underſtandings'i in the gloomy intricacies of ſcholaſtic fub- 
tilky, and metaphyſica abſtraction: when we ſee another*;z; who, 
After Having long amuſed a and poiſoned all Europe with his wWri-⸗ 
tings, and worn out: @ fine genius in burleſquing the religion of | 
the God that gave it, is, now become a hoary veteran in in- 
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—— . he ſtand en the 
brink uf wie gravef wem anxious to give us the very dregs of 
his dotuge, and t dul out che laſt drop of His venom before he 
dies: when we Rea third, / with the ſtrongeſt profeſtions of 
fincerity and good faith, propoſing moſt humbly what he calts 
his doubts and ſeruples, and thereby raiſing themin the minds of 
others; z extollin 8 8 one part of Chriſtianity, in in order to deſtroy 


vt; gen sad x Pas FIT: ent 3.809 
the felt Ne its moral precepts, but rejecting i its evange- 
: 10 a6 


lical \ doctrines and its miraculous proofs; giving an air of ſpe- 
ciouſnels t t the wildeſt ſingularities by: the moſt exquiſite graces 


ys of compoſition , 3. and Iinfidiouſly undermining the foundations of - 


the 'Golpel, whilſt he pretends. to defend it: when 1 fay our 
Fe. adverſaries era ſuch different ſhapes, and ſet ſo many engines 


rk a 3, why hat elſe enn this mean but to take from 
2 9925 281 Vai Dig 4 1 


; at work. T3 
us all the ſources of religious information, and bring us back 


- 4 1. 2 


again to the darkneſs and i ignorance « of our Pagan anceſtors ? | It x 
is to no purpoſe to tell us here of the light of nature. It i is an 
| affront t to our n. 89 offer « us that dim in the room of 


Ar Ta ee \ : * i. 4.5 


dgeg Nach ef sl ſervice to the cauſe of religion, by utterly ſubxverting Mr. Humes 
uncomfortable and unintelligible ſyſtem of phyrrhoniſm, would with the like ſpirit and 
ſucteh' lay eren w'the world the endlels ſophilins, * 1 1 — 
the other tw r See Nx. E A 4% H un tbe i 
EIS F. ene 472271 22 RE 
F 2 of -cedfoning, . i 
5 moſt animated and manly uence. What may not the world, rexpeAfrom 
e e l and a heart n warmed with 
W. EET | © ; 


pn 1 23 1 

the s. 0F 216K TEOVINEsSE. - - Whathitr tried cla al Wa 

A of phrifolsy 
end the ſagacity of human eaſt Itis toReiaation'only Falle 
indebted for all the Rght ener in religion 17 nature 

eould ever have pointed out to us right principles 6f belief, and 

rules of conduct, ſhe might have done it long ago; ſhe had 4000 
years to do it in before the coming of Chriſt. But what little | 
| progreſs was made in this vaſt / ſpace of time; ;- what | egregious 
miſtakes were committed, not only in the ſpeculative' doctrint 
of religion, but in ſome of the moſteſſential points of practical mo- 
—— remind you. | How comes ir then to pas chat tit 5 
eye on a —— clear as to ſee into the | | 
and will of God, to penetrate into the dark regions of futurity, 
to take in at one view the whole compaſs of our duty, and the 
_ whole cxtent'of our exiſtence ? Te i Plain ome friendly 
muſt have removed the film from her eyes; and what F 
hand-eoul# this be than that gracious beneficent one, which. 
ge exw eins, and feet te che lame; which helped the 
impotence, an kealed the infirmity, of nature, in eye e, 
in none more than in his? It is in fhort from the ers wurces | 
of Revelation, that-reafon-drew that light the now. enjoys. 
this wen wk, if the ei be fo perverſe; "bY wars 1.269 — | 

ieh 21/4 tos ante: £m wo 9 Aten Mizas!“ „ 
* Mr. Rouſeqn jul dee, th parig u modern kate ne not to 


philoſophy, but, ty the Goſpel. Ovres Tom. ix. p. 71. 
3 : LIGHT, 
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none {, which was.only intended. ro RULE-THENIGHT-* o& 
1; nn. be ſo honeſt as to. confeſs that it is 
| a red light; that it owes much the greateſt 
err of is preſent luſtre to that greater, n 
* -Goſpel, whoſe province it is TO.GOVERN.THE DAY, andT o 
* LIGHTEN EVERY MAN THAT. COMETH, INTO THE- WORLD | *. 
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re es 8 can never he 
—_ that mankind arc now much better able to inveſtigate 


. 3 truth and to find out their duty by themſelves than they were 


q . * . 
: . ' . 25 " .} / 


5 in former ages; and that reaſon can give us (the utmaſt it 
eyxer did or can pretend to give) a perfect ſyſtem of morality. 
* : But what will this avail us, unleſs it could be ſhown that man 
is alſo perſect and uncorrupt? A religion that contained nothing 
more, than a perfect ſyſtem of morality might perhaps ſuit an 


Angel; but it is only one part, it is only a ſubordinate part, of 
the religion of a man and a finner. It would be but very poor 
1 * 3 conſolation to a criminal going to execution, to put into his 
= bande a compleat, colleQion of the les of his country, when 
_— i | the poor wretch perhaps expetted a reprieve. It could -ſerve no 
"Mp other purpoſe than to cmbitter his agonies, and make him ſee 
more clearly the juſtice of his If you choſe to 
„cee unhappy, man. a real gerissen co give bin any - 
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| wid only cp tl, whatr ke will forge 19d upon what 
term he will forgive the offences done againſt him; what mode 
yonſhip he requires; what helps he will afford us; and what 
condition; he will place us in hereafter. All this God: aQually = 
has told us in the Goſpel. It was to tell us this, He ſent his 
fon into the world, whoſe miſſion was confirmed by the higheſt 

| iſs and deere we delivered flown to us dy the maſt! s unex- 

le witneſſes, who ſcaled their teſtimony with their 
blood; who, were too curious and incredulous to be themſelves 
© impoſed upon, too honeſt and fincere, too plain and artleſs, to 


en | -IUL 
ea VING 3 RATHER THAN LIGHT ?, 
Daa: on C1 1 9 AER. THAN 1 Gur f, 


e rin 1 5 is be 


LEN incredib bot © 2 


* 


— 7 F 
s'% N — 
* — * 1 - ; 6 ; 


yſteries EDT 2 at 
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S that are tunghe i M ee 
c which being an aſſertion without proof, a contrary aſſertion would 
+ ip #6? ber det the Deine thenifelvis (wh nate allindl de ander 


and their own manning bet?) decide the point. my Tos Goern1, . famane ieee 
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. Savezard) is full of incredible things, of things which are repugnant to reaſon, and which it is 
TC TR : 
vor xitera, it is plain that | 
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much truer, that it is BrcAber THER" büros ApS "I" 
The myſteries of the Goſpel can be no teal 6bjection te 
any man that confiders what myſteries occur, and what i 
ſuperable objections may be ſtarted in almoſt every branch of 
human knowledge; and how often we are obliged in our moſt 
important temporal concerns to decide and to act upon cvi- 
dence, encumbered with far greater difficulties than amy that = 
are to be found in Scripture. If we can admit no religion that 
is not free from myſtery, we muſt; I doubt, be content without 
any. religion at all. Even the. religion of nature Itſelf, me 
whole conſtitution both ef the natural and moral wotld; is 
fall of myſtery '; and the greateſt myſtery of all would be, if, 
with ſo many irreſiſtible marks of truth, Chriſtianity ſhould 
at laſt prove falſe. It is not then becauſe the : Goſpel has tob Bc 
light for theſe men that they 'rejedt it, but ufe it 
too winch. Fox every ont THAT DOTH EviL nu TTA tie 
LIGHT, NEITHER COMETH TO THE LIGHT, LEST HIS DEEDS 
SHOULD BE REPROVED *. The light of Revelation is too pry- 
ing and inquifitive forſuch an one. It diſcovers certain things 

which he eduld wiſh to conceal from all the world, and if po- 
 fible from himſelf; - Nor is this all, it not only reveals,” but it 
reproves, them. It firikes him with an evidence he cannot 
bear; i evidence not oy of its own truth, but of his griile 
» Vide Paltaire. Se PRogchgedie. V.. 190. - 


Naias. T. 7.9. 176. & T. 8. 5. 17,86. 32, 49-—129 1762. Os 
; Jahn i. 20. 
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and depravity. The Goſpel does indeed offend him ; but it is 
not his underſtanding, it is his eopſcionce that is ſhocked ; the 
could cafily credit what. it requires him to believe z but he can» 
not, or — will not, nm — 3 


1 3 


Wan es pod aden © Rewe 
tion that condemns him ; and ĩt is as plain that. the man of vir- 
ue capnot ſpurn the hand that is graciouſly ſtretched out to re- 
ward him. If he is a tray virtuous man, that is one who fin- 
 cerely labours ta. know. his duty, and, fincerely intends ta per- 
form-it, be cannot but wiſh for. mors light to guide him in the 
inveſtigation, more affiſtance to ſupport him in the diſcharge of 
it. pr — to crown bis S it, than bare 
niſch &- Babe wan * 
continually laoking out for with the utmoſt carneſtneſs of ex- 
pectation- When with a mind thus diſpoſed he fits down to 
examine the, Goſpel, ſuggeſt to me the leaſt ſhadow of 4 1. 
en 22 he ſhouid rejet it. He ſinds ig it e religions pure, 
| . banevalent, a5 the Gad that gave: it- Ne fiodb: noe 
Ki en its mgral. precepts. but eqn its ſublimeſt myſtezios. cal. 
culated 19 prowets.iiernal. ſanchiek. Mm piety. univerſal pi - 
lanthropy. Ho find it throughyyt, ſa-gree and boklc.lo cane 
: genial to the fineſt feelings, and moſt generous ſentiments of 
bis foul; nchocxugct butjſhie maybe trys; aa nojer yet, I 
*believe, 


(9 1 
believe, did any good man. wiſh it to be true, but he actually 
2 . Heceed in it every expeciation of nature anfwer- 
ed, every infirmity ſupported, every want ſupplied, every terror 
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diſſipated, every hope confirmed ; nay he ſers that Bod has dune 
exceeding abundantly: above all that he could either alk or 


ink; that be has given him, (what reaſon could mot even 


man, LOVB. DARKNESS RATHER THAN THAT :2067\Þ Will 
ke chuſe to purſue virtue, with. much pains, little ſucceſs; und 
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om ag aſſerting, that, e//uhbelicvers ate without exception 
 abſplutcly-bad.cnon. There ae ſomb no-deubtizho: leads. what 


ſprictiy don mill. I an perſuaded, feldom Gnd thet abeit yie- 
tue is d Puthorſenaifortn, «© deb fte, foicampleatin All the 
ſeperal branghes ;.ofiduty, a that of: =. trulj devout:Chrjſtian.. 


 exarpine;corafully.ino-dhemnith + beagle like Gn TRY: 


CARE FOR NONE OF THESE THINGS, and like him, Dave 


TURN: AWAY with contempt FROM THE JUDGEMENT> | 
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bave the ides oſi) eternal happineſs in a life:to come. | Wilk this 


no other w AO chan DATA or to be led to her through a 
ſald und enſy path by an infallible guide, who 3 


rn nee * | 


is called, good moral liver. Ver if you examins.even.thaſe van 


And obſerve too, that men may reje& the Goſpel; not only ho. 
cauſe they are diſſolute in their conduct, but for various other 
reaſons dne, Hege then are. tom bun r don ade to 
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8477 of their own mind! becauſe they give themſelves up to 
3 a m lively imagination ; and are impatient to ſhew that they 
 hare-more depth of thought; more freedom of ſpirit, and eleva- 
toniof mind. than the reſt of the world; becauſe in fine they 
{WP are atabitious to figure at the head of a ſect, to enjoy the delight 
ful triumph of beating down long-eſtabliſhed opinions, and 
erecting upon their ruins a little fayourite ſyſtem of their own. 
No all:theſe cauſes of infidelity, though leſs culpable than 
© downright profligacy, are yet evidently great faults, and indicate 
more or leſs a depraved turn of mind; and from 'imumoralities of 
| thit kind at leaſt ſcarce any ſceptics are entirely free . Or admit, 
that ſome are; yet theſe inſtances are confeſſedly very rare; and 
| | a prudent man would. no more chuſe to embark his morality 
BY 7 3 a bottom, than he would venture to walk in 
the duk amidit rocks and precipices, becayſe' ſome 5 


» 
= 
% 
own. 


oY 
= have done it without receiving any harm. In general there- 


fte, the ground of unbelief laid down by our Saviour in the 


text, is undoubtedly a true one; and if a man ſhuns che light 
| it is a certainifign-that his deeds ate, in ſome ſenſe br other, 
wn e lefs degree, cl, aad oanſoquetitly-his con- 

js demnation juſt. - - 5 13 Nen dane, 1 J 15 n Ne 
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own minds, though he has at the ſame time 
revealed a fuller light from Heaven? Moſt certainly he can 3 


for the very ſame zeaſon; that a Prince might puniſh his ſubjects 
for acting by the law of nature; inſtead of governing themſelves 
by the civil laws of the Land. It is not a matter of indifference, 
whether you embrace Chriſtianity or not. Though reaſon could 
* Revelation (as in truth ĩt can anſwer 

ide if chere 


; and whether we will acknowledge it or not, we e live, 
Aenne be be. etnment. His will is the law 
Ghia kin expreſs declaration of b 


2 " Bar ih as e declared 1 
tas is the law we are to be governed by; we man indeed 
be med h. 1 e fo 


ae power. Helief depends not on your will but your un- 
derſtanding. And willthe righteous judge of the earth condemn 
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you far want of utdetſtanding* ? No but he may and e 
demn you for the wrong cundu of your underſtanding. It is net 
dus in butt power 10 believe whatever! you pleaſe, whether 
erodible or incredible ; but it ir in yvur power to conſider tho- 
roughly, whether a ſuppoſed incredibility be real or only appa- 
rent, It it in your power to beſtow a greater or leſs degree of at- 
tention om ther evidence: before you! It ir in you power to ex- 
ami it with an earneffi daſire do find cut the truth, and. a fire 
reſolution. bo embrace it wherever: you du find it ; or ot the 
contrary, 10 bring with you a heart fall of incorrigible de- 
 pravity ar invincible prepaſiefions;! Have you then truty and 
konefthrdons exery-thing that is confeliedly in ybur power; 
towards forming [2 tight judgeivent of Revelation? ” Have = 
yau ovecilaid hbfore: yourſelf in ane view the whole colleftive 
 cvidanice:: of-Chriftianity: the ammzing conüflende, Bafmotry, 
20d cunnectiom: pi dall : its wavious parts ; the lung chan ef 
prophecies undenialily: eampleate® in it ;- the aſtehihing en 
well-atteſted miracles that attended it ; the perfect ſanding 
of its author; the purity of its precepts ; the ſublimity of its 
dechnntz; che Amanda rapidicg off irs; progvefi che iluſlri- 

ous pan efi confeſſars, ſaints, and mattyrm wh died! 10 
dcenſinmd ita math: together with am inf nite number of cotla- 
teral proofs and fubordinate circumſtances, all concurrin ing to 
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form ſuch a body of evidence, as no other nid ins at 


can- ſhew ; ſuch as muſt neceſſarily bear down by its own. 


weight and magnitude, all trivial objections to particular parts? 
| Surely theſe things are not trifles; ſurely they at leaſt demand 


common piece of juſtice ? Have you ever fat down to conſider 


it with impartiality and candour ; without any favourite vice or 


early prejudice, without any fondneſs for applauſe, or novelty, 
or refinement, to miſlead you? Have you examined it with the 
ſame care and diligence, that you would examine a title to an 
eſtate? Have you enquired for proper: books ? Have you read 
the defences of Revelation as well as the objections to it ? Have 


| friends ; juſt as you would conſult the ableſt lawyers where 


when your life was at ſtake? If you can truly ſay, that you have 


done all theſe things; if you have faithfully beſtowed on theſe 


enquiries, all the leiſure and abilities you are maſter of, and 
called in every help within your reach, there is little danger of 


any material doubts remaining upon your mind. But if after 


all there ſhould—Be not afraid Truſt in God and z AT 


' PEACE. You are in the hands of a gracious Mafter, whowill not 


require more of you than you are able to perform... To the mo- 
| gal, the humble, the diligent, the virtuous enquirer ; who la- 


bours after conviction, but cannot thorou ghly arrive at it; who 
— never 
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ſeriouſneſs and attention. Have you then done the Goſpel this 


you in difficult points applied for the opinion of wiſe and learned 


your property was concerned, or the moſt ſkilful phyſicians 5 


1 34 ] 
never attempts or wiſhes to infuſe his ſcruples into others; who 
earneſtly ſtrives, who fervently prays, for more light and 
ſtrength; crying out with all the paſſionate fincerity of an honeſt | 
heart, Lox D, 1 B*LIEve, HELP THOU MINE UNBELIEF ©; to 

him every equitable allowance will undoubtedly be made, every 
inſtance of compaſſionate tenderneſs be ſhown. For LIKE As 
A FATHER PITIETH HIS OWN CHILDREN, EVEN $0 18 THE 
LORD MERCIFUL TO THEM THAT FEAR HIM. But to them 
who neither fear nor regard him To the bold unbelieving li- 
bertine, who is againſt the Goſpel, becauſe the Goſpel is againſt 
him; to the man of pride and paradox, who burns to diſtinguiſh | 
himſelf from the vulgar by the novelty of his opinions, and 
would diſdain to follow the common herd of mankind, even 
though he knew they were leading him to Heaven; to the ſubtle 
minute philoſopher who fairly refines away every dictate of 
common ſenſe, and is loſt in the dark profound of his own 
wretched ſophiſtry ; to the buffoon who laughs and takes pains 
to make all the world laugh at every thing ſerious and ſacred ; 
to the indolent, negligent, ſuperficial, free-thinker, who reads a 
little, takes for granted a great deal, and underſtands nothing 

thoroughly; to the man of pleaſure and amuſement, who treats 
all theſe things with a giddy, wanton, contemptuous, levity; and 
thinks that the whole fabric of Revelation may be overturned, 
GREP cavil, or a profane jeſt, thrown out in n moments 
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of convivial mirth—To theſe I ſay, and all like theſe, the Al- 
mighty will one day moſt aſſuredly ſhow, that his gracious offers 
of Salvation are not to be deſpiſed, and trampled upon, and ridi- ' 
culed with impunity. NEE 


' Conſider then, you, who reje& the Goſpel (if any ſuch be here). 


conſider, I entreat you, on what grounds you reject it; and think 
2 little ſeriouſly on theſe thin gs once more in your lives, before 
you reſolve never to think again. Aſk your own hearts whether 
you are really, what perhaps you profeſs to be, unbelievers on 
conviction, or whether you have taken up your infidelity, as ſome 


do their faith, upon truſt. It becomes not us to judge you un- 


charitably ; but indeed it becomes you to examine yourſelves 
very ſtrictly. You may eaſily deceive the world; you may, if 

you pleaſe, deceive yourſelves ; but God you cannot deceive. 
1 to whom all hearts are open as the day, he knows whether 
you are conſcientious and honeſt doubters, or careleſs, , prejudiced, 
profane deſpiſers, of his word. Ir 1s A” SMALL THING FOR 


vou TO BE JUDGED or MAN 's JUDGEMENT ; HE THAT 


JUDGETH YOU 18 THE Lon p; and by the unctring rules of 
his juſtice you muſt finally ſtand or fall. Think then whether 
you can face that juſtice without diſmay; whether you can bold- 
ly plead before the tribunal of Chriſt the-fincerity of your unbe- 
lief as a bar to your conderanation. That plea may poſlibly 


1 Cor. iv 3, 4 
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1, | God grant it may in yours | But, 
| x remember this one thing; that you ſtake your own fouls upon 
| the truth of it. | © Trail 
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